IF MODERN LITERATURE         63

likeness, obtain a positive. So the fiery judgments
6f God may, hereafter, effect transformation in
a sinful character. But what can be made of
the plate which bears no image at all? Peer's
theory has ended in neutrality: search his life
through and through and there is found nothing at
all: the plate bears no image upon which acids can
take effect. He has played off one impulse
against another and has neutralised everything.
He protests with all his soul against annihilation,
this a Gynt cessation " as he terms it. To which
the Button Moulder replies:

ff Bless me, my dear Peer, there is surely no need
To get so wrought up about trifles like this,
Yourself you have never been at all;
Then what does it matter, your dying right out!'

Concerning which thought about the future Ibsen
might have quoted against his critics the words,
" Because thou art lukewarm I will spew thee out
of my mouth."

Peer Gynt does not seek further to plead in-
nocence. His sins, he openly confesses, are many
and black. But he does strive to prove that he
has made something of himself. He fails, how-